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The Basics of Workshop Rotation
The flexibility of the Workshop Rotation Model means that it can be used for Sunday school or midweek groups in large or small churches. This introduction will focus on:

1. The advantages of using the Workshop Rotation Model.
2. Popular Station choices.
3. Creative names for programs.
4. Different curriculums that are available. 
5. How to begin.
What is the Workshop Rotation Model?

· The Workshop Rotation Model for Sunday school began in 1990 when a Presbyterian church in Chicago decided it was time to reinvent Sunday school or close it down.
· Depending on the size of your program, anything from 4 to 8 ‘stations’ are operated. Groups of children (usually organized by age) rotate to a different station each week to experience the same bible story in different ways.

· Teachers stay in their station & repeat the same lesson to each different group.

· After the 4 or 8 weeks are over, the cycle begins again with a different Bible story.

Advantages:

· Setting up your stations brings fresh energy & excitement to your program, encourages creativity and team building as everyone works together to create this new environment.

· It is child friendly: kids love it!

· It is teacher friendly: teachers only prepare one lesson & repeat it each week.

· Children are thoroughly grounded in the Bible stories. (If they miss a week, they still have multiple chances of hearing/experiencing the story.)

· It incorporates the theory of multiple intelligences. 

· Since teachers teach all ages, they get to know all the children in the program.

· Teachers can choose in which station they teach- according to their strengths & interests.

· Differing teachers can often be recruited from within the congregation- to teach for just one rotation, according to their special area of interest.

What Stations Shall We Use?

The number of stations you operate will vary according to the size of your facility & the number of children that attend your program. To keep interest high, many Sunday schools alter the stations they offer from month to month. Here are 10 of the most popular rooms/stations:

· Bible Story/Storyteller

· Art/Crafts

· Computers

· Drama

· Video/ Audio Visual

· Cooking/Snacks

· Games

· Puppets

· Music

· Science

What Shall We Name Our Rotation Sunday School?

Be creative! Invent a name in keeping with your Rotation Sunday school theme. For inspiration, visit www.rotation.org. Here are some favorites from that site:

· Rotation Sensation

· Really Cool Sunday School

· Faith Travelers

· Kids R.O.C.K. (Relying On Christ the King)

· B.L.A.S.T. (Bible Learning Adventure Stations)

· Testament Travelers

· Journey Lands

· Funday School

· Spirit Safari

· C.R.A.B.S. (Children Rotating Around Bible Stories)

· Celebration Stations 

· The G.A.P. (God’s Awesome Place)

· K.O.O.L. (Kids Of Our Lord) Studios 

· Praise Planet (Where Kids Come To Rotate Around The Son!)

· Exploration Rotation

ROTATION SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM COMPARISON CHART

	
	COST
	STATIONS
	ADVANTAGES
	DISADVANTAGES

	Do It Yourself        

rotation.org

(You decide age range)


	$0
	Your choice- using 

on-line ideas/lesson exchange. 
	No cost.


Support of on-line community/networking.


	A lot of work!

	‘StorySeekers’

daveglenys@msn.com

269-903-8549

(Preschool-5th Grade)


	Per Month:  $15

Per Year: $150

(Sept-May, using 4 stations)
	Bible Hut

Craft Corner

Snack Shack

Movie Theater

                             4
	Inexpensive

Good for small churches (tried & tested.)

Simple, clear & easy to understand.
	Only 4 stations- no choices.

Lessons depend on ability of teacher to adapt for different ages.

Need to supplement

Only a 4 year cycle.

	PowerXpress

Cokesbury.com

1-800-672-1789

(K-6th Grade)
	Per Month: $115

Per Year: $1,035

(Sept-May, using 4 stations or approx $460 using all 8)


	Storyteller

Art

Science

Games

Music/Movement

Cooking

Computer

Video                     8
	Lessons have detailed activities for all ages.

Supports UMC resources

6 year cycle.
	Expensive.

Lessons cannot be purchased separately- each unit comes with 8 stations worth, so if you only operate 4, 50% is wasted

	Cornerstones

www.cstones.com
866-851-7102

(1st-6th Grade)


	Per Month: $65

Per Year: $585

(Sept-May, using 4 stations)
	Drama            Science

Puppetry        Art

Geography

Storytelling

Missions

Audio Visual

Movement & Games

Computer

Cooking                 11
	Maximum choice of stations/lessons.

Lessons can be purchased separately.

Lessons available on CD & hard copy.

6 year cycle
	Lessons can be complicated for younger children- not a lot of differentiated activities offered.




How Shall We Begin?

1.  Before you implement any changes to your Sunday school, meet with your teaching team & pray.
2.  Make sure that any proposed changes are in line with your Sunday school Mission Statement.

3.  Decide on your stations & curriculum.

4. Talk to your trustees!!

5. Apply for a Christian Education grant.

6. Engage the whole church in this new effort!

7. Contact Glenys Nellist, Conference Coordinator of Children’s Ministry for advice, help with stations or teacher workshops. Contact details below.

Resources:

Christian Education Grant:

http://www.westmichiganconference.org/pages/detail/2178



DVD For Teacher Training:

'Teaching Rotation Style'   DVD0177
marc@wmcumc.org
888-217-1905


Children’s Ministry Blog:

www.kidsministrymatters.blogspot.com


Contact:

Glenys Nellist, Conference Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

daveglenys@msn.com
269-903-8549















